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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 
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EPISTLE 
Of the Eastern Association of Univer- 
salists in annual session at Paris, 


Me. A.D. 1820, 


To the believers in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ, who 
compose this branch of our Zion ; 
To the brethren of the same precious 
faith, which was counted to the father 
of the faithful for righteousness ; Te 
the lovers of our Lord Jesus Christ 
of every name ; And to all the ran- 
somed of the Lord withersoever this 
Epistle may come, we send christian 





salutation and benediction. 


BeLovep Breruren,—Having tas- 
ted and known that the Lord is gra- 
cious, our hearts rejoice with filial con- 
fidence, in every dispensation of his 
guardian proy idence. Under the econo- 
my of his government, we conceive, 
that judgments and mercies will all 
eventuate in the most conspicuous dis- 
play of his glory, which consists essen- 











tially, in his underived, unlimited and 
endless goodness, 
from the ultimate perfection and hap- 

piness of the whole intellectual family. 

With these consistent and blissful | 
views of the divine administration, we) 
can kiss the rod of chastisement with 
penitent submission, receive the cup of 
blessing with filial gratitude, and at all 
times and in every place, rejoice that 
the Lord God imnipotent reigneth. 
Some events and seasons are, however, 
calculated more immediately to swell 
the tide of enjoyment than others: A- 
mong these, we number with every In- | 
creasing gratitu: le, the anniversary as- 
sociation of the believers in “* the com- 
mon salvation.’ 

It is with sentiments of christian love 
and fellowship, that we aired our bre- 
thren generally, that we have enjoyed 
under the guardian providence of our 
Creator, another of those auspicious, 
solemn and improving seasons. We 
have nothing extraordinary to commu- 
nicate, but many circumstances concur- 


'venerable 





red to render the session impressive and 


improving. The weather, though warm, 
was favourable to the purposes of our 
meeting as those from a considerable 
distance, who were disposed, could at- 
tend the public solemnities, and enjoy 
with the regular members of the coun- 
cil, the improv ement and the pleasures 
of the sanctuary. 

‘The information received by letters 
and oral communications was refresh- 
ing to the lovers of Jesus. It showed us, 
that though the laborers are few, and 
in many places they have been able to 
obtain but little preachi ng, there has still 
been a general growth in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. It does not appear that 
there has been a diminution of numbers 
in any society, while in some there has 
been a very respectable increase in 
numbers, talents and virtues. Our 
hearts were rejoiced exceedingly, 
learn trom 


vails through the whole connexion. 


to 
authentic sources, that a| 
spirit of love and good fellows hip pre- | avoided, 


th® means of their conversipn to the 
faith and the joys of the great salvation, 
related the reproaches they have borne, 
the crosses they have endured, the tri- 
als they have encountered, and the vic- 
tories wHich God has given them thro’ 
our Lord Jesus Christ; the few that 
were then with them in the faith of the 
gospel, and the many that now unite tn 
hymning public hosannahs to the Son of 
David as the Saviour of the world ; the 
young caught the fervor of the relation, 
and p roclaimed their determination to 
go and do likewise. 

The spirit of christian candor and 
liberality influenced all our labors, and 
rendered them individually and collec- 
tively profitable. Reciprocal cordiality 
filled every heart, and consecrated all 
our powers to the great interests of the 
mecting. Metaphysical subtilities, and 





questions of an abstruse nature, which 
gender strife, were carefully 
and the plain, incontroverti- 
ble truths of the gospel prayerfully at- 


~ > 


> q 
mip ric 


The number of believers from differ- |! tended to 


and is inseparable | ent parts of the State was respectable, | 


and among them we 
the more venerable fathers and mothers 
of our Israel from distant towns, who 
have distinguished themselves by daunt- 
less intrepidity and persevering faith- 
fulness in the camp of the captain of 
salvation ; and with these were united 
many younger sons of Zion, who man- 
ifested an intelligent zeal for the doc- 
trine of the cross, the glory of the Lord 
Jesus, and the advancement of his peace- 
ful kingdoin. These were highly in- 
teresting classes of believers. ‘The one 
strengthened our confidence by their 
aspects and the weight of 
their experience in the religion of Je- 
; and the other encouraged and re- 
hearts by the vigour, the 


sus 
joiced our 


noticed some of, 


| 





‘zeal and the delight with which they 


The public services were honoured 
with respectable numbers, who listen- 
ed with avidity to repeated dispensa- 
tions of the word of life, which drop- 
ped as rain and distilled as the dew. 
Four discourses were delivered in the 
demonstration of the spirit and power 
of truth which maketh free indeed. 
Many, we believe, who had not before 
known the scriptures, neither the pow- 
er of God, were constrained inwardly 
to acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Sa- 
viour ofthe world. It was to alla time 
of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord ; but some circumstances servea 
partially"to embitter our cup. Several 
societies in fellowship with the associa- 
tion were not regularly represented ; 
and a number of ministering brethren, 
who were confidently expected, were 


commence their labors in the viney ard | not with us. 


ofthe Lord. With mingled emotions | 
of tearful and rapturous joy, we alter- 
nately hung upon the lips of the one 
andthe other. The old, storied scenes 





of former days, rehearsed the time and 


We feel it our duty, in the spirit of 
christian love and faithfulness, to call 
the attention of all our brethren, and 
especially the preachers, to the impor. 
tance of punctually attending our an- 


~~ er a. © 





es ‘pel they preached, and to adorn the 
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nual meetings. We are apprehensive 
that some may not have paid such at- 
tention to all the bearings of this sub- 
ject, as to perceive its intimate con- 
nexion with duty, as laborers in the 
gospel vineyard, and with christign 
policy ingdvancing the great cause In 
which we are mutually engaged. ‘Ehe 
furtherance of any @bject, embracing a 
common interest, requires mutual un- 
derstanding, mutual deliberation, ef- 
forts and feelings. | 

Our annual associations arg peculiar- 
ly favourable to these things. Here 
we meet in love, and reciprocate our 
sentiments and views, our hopes and 
our joys, our trials and triumphs. Here 
we obtain a correct knowledge*of the 
progress of truth generally, and in par- 


~ 


ticular places, the obstacles to be remo- 


tify the gospel of God, hear the wel- 





ved, and the circumstances which may 
be seized and turned to a profitable use. | 
A word to the wise is sufficient, and 
therefore, without enlarging, we in- 
dulge a hope, that these brief hints will 
have a suitable influence, upon the fu- 
ture proceedings of every society and 
every brother. 
ay a deep and thankful sense of di- 
vine goodness in prospering our previ- 
ous efforts in the gospel of our holy 
Master, impart vigour to our future ex- 
ertions. Whocan compare the num- 
ber and prospects of our socicties now, 
with what they were twenty years ago, 
and not feel a rapturous glow of encou- 
ragement and joy. It is true we have 
wept the exit of those revered fathers 
whose feet were then beautiful upon the 
‘mountains, who brought good tidings 
of good to the people, and published 
eace and salvation in the name of the 
Lord, The convincing lips of our 
Berves aiid the eloquent tongue of our 
Root, are distuned and silenced in 
death ; but God has raised up others to 
stand in their place, to preach the gos- 





doctrine which they adorned. 


Brethren in the Ministry of Life,-- 
Suffer the word of exhortation to live 
and to walk worthy of your succession. 
Remember, ever remember, that it is 
required of stewards ‘that a man be 
found faithful ; faithful in preaching the 
word, in delivering to each one his por- 
tion in due season, and faithful in imi- 
tating the examples of the lowly Re- 
deemer. Faithfully warn the trans- 


|into the joys of thy Lord,” and “ re- 





gressor of his real danger, rebuke him 
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sharply for his impious, his daring re- 
bellion against the authority of heaven ; 
and by the tender mercies of our God, 
by the faithfulness, the love, the com- 
passion of Jesus, exhort the sinner to 
repentance, faith and obedience. Be 
distinct in explaining and enforcing the 
certainty of the horrible punishment 
which awaits the workers of iniquity. 
But in all cases endeavour to conform 
your warnings and rebukes to his, who 
had compassion on the ignorant and on 
them that were out of the way.—Let 
every labor cither of faithfulness or 
love, close with the melting, the soul- 
subduing language and spirit of the ex- 
piring Redeemer, “ Father forgive them 
for they know not what they do.” May 
you finish your course with joy to tes- 


come plaudit of the great Judge, “ Well 
done good faithful servants, enter thou 


ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away.”’ 

Brethren of the Abrahamic Faith,_— 
You have peace in believing and joy in| 
the holy spirit. You know how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity. You believe 
the record which God hath given of his 
Son, that God hath given to us eternal | 
life, and this life is in his Son. You 
have received the end of your faith in 
the sacred record of this divine gift, 
even the salvation of your souls. Let 
not then your faith be evil spoken of. 
Remember that the ablest defence and 
the only effectual recommendation of it, 
are a good conversation and a holy life. 
Strive therefore to adorn the doctrine 
OF God our Saviour in all things. Ye 
were sometimes darkness, but now are 
ye light in the Lord ; walk as children 
oflight. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father who is in hea- 
ven, 

Would our limits permit, inclination 
would lead us to lay before our bre- 
thren, who see not eye to eye with us, 
the reasons of our faith, and the grounds 
of our joys ; but we have only room to 
commend them to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build 
them up, and to give them an inheri- 
tance among allwhoare sanctified. But 
the feelings of our hearts will not per- 
mit us to close, without tendering the 
testimony of esteem and gratitude to| 














the church and society in Paris, who 
opened to us the doors of their Meet- 
ing House, ang. to the brethren who re. 
ceived us so affectionately, and provi- 
ded for us so liberally on this occasion, 

Christian brethren and friends, ac- 
cept our thanks, our cordial affection, 
aud rest assured that fervent prayers 
shall evermore ascend from the altar of 
our hearts, that the choicest benedic- 
tions of heaven may be multiplied to 
you and your children through time and 
eternity. By order of the Association, 

SEBASTIAN STREETER. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
BRIEF SKETCHES. No. IV. 


The clouds which had long been 
athering seemed now completely to 


envelope the christian religion (so call- 


ed,) in midnight darkness ;—the bones 
of the saints were raised from the cham- 
bers of death, and were, in the estima- 
tion of deluded men, sufficiently pow- 
erful to heal physical maladies, and re- 
call the soul to the body of the dead ; 
many impositions were practised, and the 
bones of animals were substituted to be 
bathed by the tears of the devout, as 
the relict of some saint, who was sup- 
posed to lean over the arch oi heaven 
contemplating with pleasure this spe- 
cies of human devotion. 

Monachism maintained the first place 
among these absurdities ; yet there can 
be little doubt but, in the commence- 
ment, it originated irom sentiments CX- 
alted and pious ; who is there, who has 
not at times retired from the discord, 
the perplexity that awaits us amid our 
temporal concerns, to the solemn still- 
ness of retirement, where free from bus- 
tle, man may bow before his maker and 
meditate on that change which some 
day must release him from life and its 
activity—yet, this temporary recluse 
became abused, and we find men un- 
mindful of the duty they owe socicty, 
retiring for ever from the scene, and bu- 
rying talents, and utility in the hermits 
cell, and extinguishing that light, which 
was intended to shine before men,— 
The enthusiasm after a time, however, 
abated in some degree ; monks found 
means to join society with retirement, 
and crime with devotion, the monasteries 
resembled princely palaces, and deriving 
income from the purchase money ot 
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Christian Messenger. 
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wickedness, from the forgiveness of sins, 
tothe opulent villain. ‘The artifice of 
priests declared their possessions, the 
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property of God, and pronounced the 
anathema against him who should touch 
them. ‘The secular clergy were 1gno- 
rant in the extreme, for irom the twelfth, 
to the fourteenth century, the scrip- 
tures were scarcely known, the clergy | — 
being unable to read them in the origi- |" 
their sermons ct onsisted prii acipal- 
rer of saints 
and the 


Philadelphia, Saturday, October 7, 1820. 
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an 


Neither death nor lite shall be able to sepa- 
rage us from the Love of God.” Romans, viii* 
Jt SY, 


nal ; 
ly of descri iptions of the 
over the devil, their watchings, 
benefit of holy water. 
In this period, so degrading to eccle- 
siastical nidbry, Peter the hermit, hav- 
ing laid by the sword which had gain- 
edhim reputation, made a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem, the sufferings of the chris- 
ftians made a deep impression on his 
© mind, andhe detetniged to rouse Chris- 
= tendom for their defence : to drive from 
thesacred sepulchre, the profane foot of 
the Saracen,--he returnedto Europe, re- | 


How excessively painful and distres- 
sing—-how dark and comfortless would 
be our situation when about to be de- 
prived by death of one we held most 
dear, and in whom were concentrated 
all our hopes—all our affections and de- 


afforded by religion, ’Tis she alone, 
that renders the bereavement supporta- 
ble, by assuring us that our parting 
shall not be forever. Every re 
however, is not equally calculate< 


iigion, 


i to 





lated the Communications he received afford consolation in this afflicting hour. 
from heaven, and offered to leat the ar- |The orthodox doctrines of the day, in-~ 
mies that might be raised to defend the stead of soothing our affliction, and 
cross there is something enchanting |“ binding up the broken heart,” add 


in the sound of war, its magic influence | to it another and more bitter pang.— 


sires, were it not for the consolations | 
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How, IL ask, can any one derive from 
such religion any solid hope by which 
to alleviate the afflictions of that hour, 
when we are called upon to mourn at 
the bed of death, where lies a relation, 
or a friend—“ a favoured bridegroom 
or a beauteous bride.” 

The doctrine of Universal Benevo- 
lence, is the only one calculated, at that 
hour to mingle * tke balsams and balms”’ 
of comfort, and pour ‘the wine and 
the oil” on every bleeding heart; it wipes 
from the eye of the urner, the 
streaming tear, and pitting to the 
mansions of gternal day, “whispers to 
his wounded’ spirit, that after a few 
more years shall have rolled their way 
onward towards eternity, he shall again 
meet the object of his grief in the midst 
of joy, never to part again ; and should 
he mourn the loss of one whose life had 
been a life of sin, this religion comforts 
him by the assurance, that on that morn 
when this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, this corruptible, incorrup- 
tionhe shall be reunited to him, not 
as the vile object with which he’ par- 
ted in time, but purged from all unho- 
liness, and rendered pure by the blood 








F pervades the inmostrecesses of the hu- | Phe y leave the mind in horrid doubt! of the everlasting covenant ; though his 
piman wert, it speaks to its weaknesses a to the final state of the object W€/ sins were as scarlet, they shall be white 
and holds the | ght of ambition an “yp mourn—though to our sight, all fair and | | AS snow—though they were red like 

ane to the paz e of the fearless. Peter! be autiful, he m: 1V bea reprobate under | crimson, they shall be as wool. 
hadhimself felttt rements of a mil- ‘the malediction of an augry God, and} The belie ver in this, the religion of 
Bitary lite under the cx unts of Boulogne, should we again meet, it may be in thase | | Christ, when it is his maker’s will, wil- 
Band used every art to gi in his purpose, | pictured regions of woe and misery, | lingly resigns all he holds most dear, to 
B he presented tothe Sens » « (few of whom | where our own eternal torments will be/the cold embrace of the king of terrors, 
could re ad) a letter which he said t was | augmented by witnessing, the agonies of | ip full assurance that they are exchan- 
Bsent him from heaven to animate the | the object of our affection, without the ging the pains and teinptations of a 
weal of Lelievers tn the gicrious work, possibility of our rendering to him /jife of sorrow, for an eternity of joy, to 
in the immense council assembled at any, the least assistance. But should | the enjoyment of which, he himself is 


pur lot be a more happy one than his,— 
should we be destined for heaven, our 
joy s will be alloyed by a recollection of 


" 
Clermont, by orders of Pope Urban II. 
B Peter addressed the assembly, he pro- | 


B Claimed =~ absolution to their sins, 








Band bv a opular eloquence peculiar to | the heart rending condition, to which he 
sbimself, ee wrought on their minds, | is eternally consigned ; for that heaven, 
that every voice cried out as by inspi- ‘the inhabitants of which will be taught 





to exult in the damnation of their sinful 


ration, ** It is the willot God! it is the 
‘fellow creatures, where the joys of the 


will of God!” ‘Thousands joined his | 


banners, and in 1096, at the head of| Father are increased by the torments ot 
8300,000 men, he marched to Constan-| the Son—of the Son by those of the fa- 
Stinople,—— }ther—of the husband by those of the 


9 


-" : ibeloved wife of re bosom—the fond 
l’o be continued ar a 

s |partaker, in time, all his joys and 

a? | pains, is the mere Sellen of some cruel 

Let our Saviour’s golden rule be the | mind ; such beings on earth would be 

standard te regulate your actions and | infamous, and we have no warrant from 

dealings with the world. Do unto) | Scripture for believing that what con- 


others as you would have them to do {stitutes our vices in time, will in eter- 








unto you, ‘nity become vertues. 


hourly hastening, for he knows that 
“ neither life nor death shall be able to 
separate him from the love of God,” and 
that when “the earthly house of this 
tabernacle,” shall be destroy ed, he has 
“a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 


x * % 


“FEW AND EVIL ARE THE DAYS OF OUR 
PILGRIMAGE HERE.” Gen. x\lvii. 9. 


God never intended this world as a 
lasting habitation for us ; and, on ajust 
estimate of the things in it, evil will be 
found so continually blended with good, 
that we cannot reasonably set our affece 
tions much upon it. Wailing, weak and 
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defenceless we are ushered into it. Our 
youth is a scene of folly and danger ; 
our manhood of care, toil and disap- 

tment. Our old age,if happily we 
reach old age, is a second childhood. 
Withered, weak and bcewed beneath 
our infirmities, we become as it were, a 
living hospital of woes; a burden to 
ourselves, and perhaps an incumber- 
ance to those we love most. 

This is the common state of our be- 
ing. But besides all this, the number 
of evils in of these stages, is great- 

Ss inenectiliboniy by our own miscon- 
low and pa@ftly by our gecessary con- 
nexions ‘with others. Stbever, many 
of those evils are of such a nature, that 
ho prudence of ours can either foresee 
or prevent them. All the stages of life, 
necessarily subject us to pains and dis- 
eases of body, and many of them to the 
acute pains of an anxious mind. 

Upon the wholg, we may pronounce 
from the highest authority, that “ our 
life is but a vapour which is seen a lit- 
tle while, and then vanishes away ;.as a 
tale that is told, and remembered no 
more ; or as a wind that passeth over 
and cometh not again !” 

That man must be thoughtless, indeed, 
who is not humbled by these reflec- 
tions. But suppose his own life should 
pass over as happily as possible, and he 
should feel but few of these evils him- 
self ; yet, unless he shuts his eyes, and 
his. ears from the world around him, he 
must still find something in it which 
ought to move the heart to religious 
sorrow andremembrance of God. Do 
we not often see tyranny successful, ruth- 
less oppression and persecution, rava- 
ging the globe, the best of men made 
slaves to the worst, and the lovely image 
of the deity spurned, dishonoured, dis- 
figured! How many men, of genuine 
worth, are cast out by fortune to mourn 
im solitary places, unseen, unpitied; while 
wickedness riots in the face of day, or 
pampers in lordly palaces ?; How many 
pine in the confinement of dungeons ; 
or are chained down, for offences not 
their own, to the gallies for life! How 
many bleed beneath the sword, and 
bite the ground in all the sad variety of 
anguish, to sate the cruel ambition of 
contendingmasters! How many are 
deprived of their estates, and disap- 
_ pointed in their most sanguine expec- 
tations, by the malice of secret and 
Open enemies, or, which is far more 
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piercing, the treachery of pretended 
friends ! _ How many are tortured with 
all the horrors of a guilty mind, and 
the bitterest remorse for irreparable in- 
juries! How many pursue each other 
with the most implacable malice and 
resentment! How many bring the 
acutest misery upon themselves by their 
own intemperance! How many con- 
demn their souls toa kind of Hell, even 
in their own bodies, by an unhappy 
temper, and the violent commotions of 
disordered blood! How many are 
rendered completely wretched in their 
families, and are constantly galled by 
the unavoidable ‘misfortunes of their 
dearest friends '—On the one hand, the 
distress of the needy, the injuries of 
the oppressed, the cries of the widow 
and the orphan, pierce our ears. On 
the other, we hear the voice of lamen- 
tation and mourning ; our friends and 
neighbours weeping for dear relations, 
suddenly snached away, and * refusing 
to be comforted because they are not.’ 
Here one’s heart is torn assunder by 
having a beloved wife or child snatch- 
from his side!—There another be- 
wails the loss of aneffectienate parent 
or brother! Here sturdy manhood 
drops instantly beneath the sudden 
stroke! There blooming youth falls a 
premature victim to a doom seemingly 
too severe !+Beneath the cold hand of 
death, the roses are blasted; restless 
agility and vigour, are become the ta- 
mest things ; and beauty, sirgance and 
strength, one putrid lump! 

Without remembering that there is 
a God, that overrules all events, what 
hope or comfort could we have, when 
we reflect on all these common mise- 
ries of life, and many more that might 
be enumerated? Did we, with the 
Atheist, believe them to spring up from 
the dust, or to be the blind effects of 
unintelligible chance, and of undirected 
matter and motion, what a poor condi- 
tion should we think ourselves in here? 
would not all appear as “ a land of dark- 
ness, as darkness itself, under the shad- 
ow of death, without any order, where 
the light is as darkness.” Surely we 
should not wish to live in the world, 
upon such a precarious footing as this. 
And yet we should not know whither to 
fly from it, unless into the darker state 
of dreary annihilation, at the thoughts 
of which the astonished soul shudders 
and recoils ; upon such a scheme all our 


J 








hopes would be thin as ‘the spider's 
web, and lighter than chaff that is. dis. 
persed through the air. Our adversity 
would hurry us into the most invinci- 
ble despair, and our prosperity would 
be as a bubble bursting at every breath, 
Phylosophy would be a dream, and oy; 
boasted fortitude mere unmeaning pre 
tention, but on the other hand, if * Bins 
our souls are cast down within US, We 
will remember that there is a God) 
whose great giew in creating us was to 
make us happy, whose design in afflic. 
tion, is always to reclaim us, and who 
FOV erns the world by his providence 
only to conduct all to the greatest gene. 
ral good of his creatures—then, and not 
till then, we shall have sure footing, 
We shall neither raise our hopes too 
high, nor sink them too low. If for. 
tune is kind, we shall enjoy her smiles 
without forgetting the hand that guides 
her, ifshe frowns, we shall feel our wos; 
as men, but shall nobly bear them, a 
christians ; for if we are really christians, 
our holy religion teaches us that this 
scene of things is but a very smaul part 
of the mighty scheme of heaven ; tha 
our present life is only the dim dawn 
of our existence ; that we shall shortly 
put off this load of infirmities and sin, 
and be translated to a state, where 
‘every tear shall be wiped from e\ ery 
eye, and where there shall be no mor 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain, 
because the former things are passed 
away.” 

With our eyes thus fixed upon hee 
ven, trusting in the mercies of our rt 
deemer, and animated by the gospel 
promises, we shall urge our gloriovu 
course along the track of virtue, brave: 
ly withstanding the billows of adver 
sity, on either side, and triumphing 1! 
every dispensation of Providence: 





FLATTERY?Y. 


Guard against flattery as you would 
against the wiles of a serpent. It de- 
bases and degrades a man to suffer the 
cunoing to obtain any influence over him 
by flattery. Therefore, when you see4 
person endeavouring to gain your a 
vour by such despicable means, frow! 
upon him as you would upon one who 
should attempt to poison you ; for 0 
poison is so much to be dreaded * 
flattery. 
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